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City of Philadelphia Evacuation Routes 

 

Working in cooperation with numerous City, State, regional and private organizations, the Managing 

Director’s Office of Emergency Management (MDO-OEM) coordinates the evacuation planning process 

for Philadelphia. This includes the designation of evacuation routes throughout the City.   

 

Evacuation routes have been identified for: 

• Pedestrians and all vehicles 

• Pedestrians and mass transit vehicles only 

• Private vehicles only 

• Pedestrians only 

• Emergency vehicles only 

 

Evacuation routes are grouped into evacuation zones, which align with Philadelphia Police Department 

districts.  For example, Evacuation Zone 1 is the same as Police District 1. 

 

The following maps show the City of Philadelphia’s evacuation routes.  Maps are provided for each 

general region of the City (Central, East, Northeast, Northwest, South, and Southwest).  More detailed 

individual maps are also included for each evacuation zone or police district. 

 

Making the evacuation routes available to the public is part of the City of Philadelphia’s effort to engage, 

educate, and train our citizens on the importance of personal preparedness. Providing critical 

information before an emergency happens will allow citizens to make the best decisions for themselves 

and their families when an emergency occurs. 

 

Developing the Evacuation Routes 

 

As part of the evacuation planning process, MDO-OEM analyzed the City’s road network and considered 

many special factors and their impact on evacuating communities.  Data analyzed included: 

• Population and households 

• Languages spoken 

• Vulnerability factors, such as disability and access to vehicles 

• Traffic  

• Healthcare facilities and schools 

• Critical infrastructure 

 

In addition to the evacuation routes, special evacuation plans have also been developed for 

communities with unique needs, such as Center City, where there are numerous high-rise buildings; 

South and Southwest Philadelphia, where there are several sports and entertainment venues, a major 

refinery, and the international airport; and the Frankford and Bridesburg sections of the city, where 

there are two industrial chemical facilities. 
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PHILADELPHIA EVACUATION ROUTES

EVACUATION ZONE 19
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